
                                                 

Every year Niagara Region Right to Life co-sponsors the annual Father Edward (Ted) 

Colleton Scholarship contest along with The Interim Newspaper, which awards high 

school students with cash prizes for their achievements in a pro-life  essay writing  

competition. 

This past school year 2016-2017, students from across the country submitted a pro-life 

analysis of Canada’s social policies at the time of Confederation with those of             

contemporary Canada with specific reference to the issue of abortion.  

Congratulations to this years' winners: 1st place Adrianna Byers and 2nd place Phillip 

Anisimov. 
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Youth Committee at the March for Life Youth Banquet,  

Ottawa Conference Centre 

 

“When Canada became a country in 1867, we 

were a nation founded on Christian princi-

ples. The Fathers of the Confederation  and 

our first prime minister, John A. MacDonald 

saw the value of the lives of pre-born babies 

and protected them under the law.” Excerpt 

from Adrianna Byers Winning Essay 

Fr. Edward (Ted) Colleton 

1940—2011 

Adrianna Byers 
Rahoboth Christian School 

Grade 12 - Ontario 

Phillip Anisimov 
Homeschooled 

Grade 12 - Ontario 

Fr. Ted Colleton Essay Competition 
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2017 NATIONAL MARCH FOR 

LIFE YOUTH BANQUET 

2017 March for Life Youth Banquet at the 
Ottawa Conference Centre 

Steve Karlen 

Students listening to Steve Karlen at Banquet 

Steve is the Director of North America Outreach for 40 Days for Life, an           

international pro-life campaign that has saved thousands of lives and 

closed down hundreds of abortion facilities through community   outreach, 

prayer and fasting. He has  inspired audiences  in  35 states,  Canada  and 

Mexico.  

He educated with touching testimonies of women choosing life for their          

babies and of the persistence of the 40 Days for Life participants. 

Young people constitute the overwhelming majority of        

attendees at the annual National March for Life in Ottawa 

and that is why we have continuously sponsored the National 

March for Life Youth Banquet immediately following.  

The Banquet took place on May 11th, 2017 and drew in over 

700 pro-life youth to the Ottawa Convention and              

Conference Centre. It was a memorable night of pro-life talk, 

music, food and inspiration.  

Steve Karlen: “His story 

was both inspiring and 

moving.” - Student 

Transform DJS-Entertainment 
Jonathan Burgess, Tim Heil, and Taylor Franklyn           

electrified the Conference with their live Electric Dance 

Music (EDM) performance  that contained a deep pro-life  

message throughout. 

Transform DJS: “Fantastic!, I think students really enjoyed  it,             

especially after sitting for a couple of hours at the banquet.  [It] showed 

students that Catholic/Christian media can be cool.” - School Teacher 

Steve Karlen - Keynote Speaker  

Transform DJS hyping up the crowd  
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Student asking questions at the Youth Conference 
Saira Blair 

Dr. Christina Francis 

CLC Youth Coordinator Marie-Claire Bissonnette 

NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE YOUTH CONFERENCE  
On May 12, 2017, Niagara Region Right to Life organized one of the largest pro-life educational youth events, 

the 11th March for Life Youth Conference. Speakers included  Saira Blair, Dr. Christina Francis and Marie-

Claire Bissonnette.  

Saira is a student at the University of West Virginia as well as a Representa-

tive of the West Virginia House of Delegates  who campaigned on a pro-life 

platform. At 18 years old she was the youngest person elected to federal     

office in the United States.  

She shared her experience  of  being  a  young pro-life politician an how other   

Saira Blair: “It was interesting 
to get a young person’s per-

spective especially  on govern-
ment” - Attendee 

Dr. Francis is an OB/GYN, a Board member of the 

American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and   

Gynecologist, and a Speaker of Life Training Institute. 

She offered medical expertise, knowledge of bioethics 

and pro-life reasoning to explain scientific facts related 

to the unborn and how a physician can practice being 

pro-life. 

Dr. Christina Francis: “Brought to life new ideas and got the 

students to understand through a moral perspective.         

Interesting to see a doctor’s stance” - Attendee 

Marie-Claire is Campaign Life Coalition’s Youth Coordi-

nator and one of the organizers of the March for Life 

Youth Banquet and Youth Conference.  

She spoke at both the banquet and conference and taught 

the scientific pro-life facts and on how to stay involved in 

the movement after going back to daily life. 

Marie-Claire Bissonnette: “Vibrant persona,  

engaging, Good Tips!” - Student 

Saira Blair 

Dr. Christina Francis 

Marie-Claire Bissonnette 

youth can be effective  in  the 

cause for life. 
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Angie, Lorna and Morgan, the wives of 

Transform DJs: “How to use special     

talents to spread the pro-life message.” 

Marie-Claire Bissonnette, CLC Youth   

Coordinator: “Be a pro(Lifer).” 

Clarissa Canaria, National Campus Life 

Network: “Bravery starts with one small 

step.” 

Joe McKinnan and Conchita D’Souza 

emceed the Youth Conference 
Youth Conference lunch break Students and teachers at a workshop 

 

There are a variety of projects and activities that your generous donations help fund. Aside form 

the major events highlighted in this newsletter, we also organize and sponsor other projects.        

Because of your donations and commitment to spreading a culture of life, these initiatives are 

made possible and we can change the hearts and minds of the people that we reach. 

 

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 

Niagararegionrighttolife.ca @NiagaraProLife www.facebook.com/nrrtl 

 

Mailing Address: 303-104 Bond St. Toronto, ON M5B 1X9 

Email: nnrtl@outlook.com 

Phone: 905-481-0510 

 

This year students were given the opportunity to learn and ask questions at three different workshops on 

pro-life apologetics, how to use their talents to educate others, and the first steps to bravely sharing the pro-

life message in their communities. 


